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I. GETTING STARTED

Supplies

Some of the how-to books and articles list a whole page or more of supplies they think you should rush right out and
buy. You don't need all that stuff, not to start with. All you need is some paper and a black ink pen. (Blue ink does not
Xerox as well.) Some people like spiral notebooks; I prefer a 3-ring notebook, because it is easy to add another page in
the right place.

You will probably want to purchase printed forms and charts, when you have something to write on them. There are
clear plastic envelopes in which you can keep documents and photographs. Try to find the acid-free kind.

Family memory, genealogy, history

Your search begins with yourself. Never begin an ancestor hunt with the name of one of your children or grandchildren.
When you come to filling in an ancestor chart, half to three quarters of it will remain depressingly blank as you work on
your own line. Start with yourself.

Work your way back, step by step, generation by generation, writing down what you already knew or have found out:
full name, date and place of birth, date and place of marriage, date and place of death, place of burial. You may not
know all these facts about your grandparents, or even of your parents, and thisis where you start bugging all the
relatives you can find for what they remember.

But let's look a minute at what we have there, the information that will be put on a generation chart: names, dates,
places. That is what a family genealogy consists of. But names, dates, places are very bare and very dull. These were
people, your people, not just vital statistics on a sheet of paper.

Consider beginning not with a family genealogy only, but a family history. That starts with yourself also. Even for the
youngest among us, it's a different world out there from the one in which we grew up. If you are as old as I, you may
have been born in a house with no indoor plumbing, electricity, or the luxury of a pump in the kitchen -- and your
grandchildren wonder how you plugged in the TV. What do you want your great grandchildren to know about you and
your parents that they will never know unless you write it down?

You will want to talk to the relatives you know, to collect all the memories, the stories you can. But cast your net wide:
your grandparents and great grandparents had brothers and sisters who have living descendants with different memories
and different keepsakes. If you can locate one distant cousin, that one will almost certainly know of others. (I lucked out
with the address book of an antique aunt. She was corresponding with cousins I had never even heard of.)

Should you write or should you visit? Visiting is usually better. Elderly people don't always like to write letters any
more, and they may know some family stories they wouldn't put on paper anyway. But sometimes you can't visit, so you
have to write. Don't be a pig. If you write dear-old Aunt Jenny "Tell me everything you know about the family," dear old
Aunt Jenny will promptly have total amnesia. Try one or two specific questions; you can always write again.

Don't be a pig when you visit, either. Go as a friendly relative on a social visit, not as an inquiring reporter. Of course
what we all want to do



is whip up a 3-page questionnaire and get it answered bing bing bing, but Aunt Jenny would resent that. You want to
give the impression "I like you, I am interested in you," rather than "I want to pick your brains," which of course you do,
but don't be too obvious about it.

For old people, the past is often more interesting to them than the present, and most will enjoy talking with you,
particularly if you live at a distance and they don't see you often. The people they live with and near have heard their
reminiscences umpteen times, but you are a new audience.

Many old people -- and some not so old -- do not hear very well. They may not be aware of it, and they may be
unwilling to admit it. You may have heard someone snap "There's nothing wrong with my ears, young lady, you just
don't talk plain." Face the person, speak distinctly, and slow down. (A word here about hearing problems may not be out
of place. For a volume loss, hearing aids help. So does getting the other person to speak louder. But for nerve deafness,
volume is not the problem: nerve deafness is a built-in scrambler. The sound may be loud enough, but the words are not
clear; they may be an indistinguishable mumble, or may be mis-heard -- as when my minister said the word
"evangelism" and I heard "vandalism." Neither Aunt Jenny nor I should arbitrarily be considered senile if we start giving
peculiar answers. )

You may find a relative who is rumored to have boxes of old stuff in her attic but has no interest in it and won't let
anyone else be interested. She won't answer letters, and won't let you into the house. About all you can do is try to find a

friend or relative who can get along with the old battle-axe, and can get into her attic.

Document as you go

While you are collecting, document as you go. Documenting has two different meanings. The first, which is relevant
here, means writing down with your information exactly from whom, where, and when you got it. A talk with Aunt
Jenny? A letter from her? Be sure her full name, address, and the date is on your notes or her letter.

While I am talking about documentation, have you labeled your photographs? Every family has a box of old
photographs with no identification, and nobody living knows who they were. It's a pity. If you have some like that, take
them with you when you visit: someone just might know.

Have you identified your own collection of photographs? I do not mean writing "Johnny age 10" or "Aunt Jenny" on the
back. Full name. And the date the photo was taken, even the approximate year.

If you aren't a photographer, you might consider becoming one, or finding a friend or relative who is. Old photographs
can be photographed by you a lot more cheaply than by a commercial outfit. Anyway, Aunt Jenny probably won't let
that precious photograph out of her hands, but will let you take a picture of it. When you do this, make a note of who has
the original.

If you have remembered to ask about the family Bible or Bibles, or know where they are, consider photographing the

family pages if there are some. Those pages -- yellowed paper, faded ink -- will not Xerox well, but they will photograph
beautifully if you have the right kind of camera with the right kind of lens and film.
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II. GETTING ORGANIZED

As you collect information, you should begin organizing it. The standard fact sheets are the family group sheet and the
generation chart. Both can be purchased, or you can make your own with pen, typewriter, or computer.

Family group sheets

These are just what the name indicates: a page on which to record the vital statistics for a husband and wife with all their
children. You may not be able to fill in all the data on the children, or even be sure you have all of them in earlier
centuries, but you should try: your ancestor's siblings had descendants too. Think of all the delightful people out there
somewhere that you didn't know are your cousins!

As you fill in family group sheets, generation charts (or anything else!), there are two rules you must observe:

1. Names. Write them out in full; never abbreviate unless abbreviated in the original document. When copying
a document, copy exactly as spelled even if you know there is a misspelling.

2. Dates. The standard way in genealogy is to give the day first, month second: 10 June 1995. It is best to use
the name of the month rather than its number: 10/6/95 could equally be 10 June or 6 October. It could also be 1895; years
are best written out in full.

On the following two pages are examples of family group sheets used by Palatines to America. They are here slightly
reduced in size, to leave good margins on the page. Below is an example of the kind of family group sheet I make for
myself, and shows clearly why I do it: there is simply not enough space allowed on most printed forms for names like
this.

#180.  Philipp Hieronymus Zinckgraeff bp. 5 Mar. 1704 Haardt,-Pfalz. -Germany
m. 30 Jan. 1731 Haardt
d. 6Apr. 1756 Gimmeldingen, Pfalz
#18l.  Anna Barbara ?Entz NOT PROVED bp. 15 Jan. 1702 Gimmeldingen

widow of Mathias Frank d. " 310ct. 1761 Gimmeldingen
Children (b. Gimmeldingen):
1732 17/20 Jan. Theobald Paul bur. 7 Aug. 1735
1735 6/13 Feb. Anna Maria bur. 6 Dec. 1738
1737 31 Jan./ Maria Barbara bur. 16 Jan. 1745
3 Feb.
1739 24/27 Sep. Theobald Paul m. 20 Nov. 1754
Helena Ludovica Friderica Eaber
1745 14/18 July Maria Barbara m. 16 Feb. 1762
Johann Jacob Widdemann

This family has been extracted from the Reformed Church books of Haardt and Gimmeldingen, and has been so
identified elsewhere in my own record-keeping. Note that for the parents, only a baptismal date was given. For the
children, both birth and baptismal dates were given, and are both given here, slash marked. Note further that one cannot
accurately guess the date of birth from the date of baptism.

Anna Barbara's age at death (59 years) fits this girl's birth, and she is the only Anna Barbara in either church record not
otherwise accounted for. But I cannot find the marriage of Mathias Frank, so she is marked NOT PROVED.
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IV. READY FOR RESEARCH
Sources.

Following this chapter is a checklist of possible sources of information. It probably isn't comprehensive, but it's enough
to keep you busy for a while. Not all of these sources exist for all time periods. Not all of them are equally reliable.

A primary source is a written document contemporary with the event it records. Birth, marriage, death records. Wills and
probate records. Entries in a church record. Census records. The original passenger lists (they're microfilmed). An old
letter, dated and signed, that tells "Dear Mother, Jean and I are proud parents of a baby boy born yesterday, and we have
named him James Alexander."

Secondary sources are everything recorded well after the event described. That means all printed books. Somebody's
translation of a German church record. An index to a census. A letter you received last week from Aunt Jenny telling
what she remembers about James Alexander.

Generally speaking, primary sources are the more reliable. But they may contain errors, and you have to check, you
have to try to find another document that confirms the data. A birth certificate ought to be reliable, but mine has my
mother born in the wrong state. Census records are notorious for error: names misspelled; age reported in 1850 as 37 and
in 1860 as 51; in the 1850 census "born in Penn." and in the 1860 "born in Maryland."

Secondary sources mayor may not be trustworthy. Maralyn Wellauer, a well-known and respected genealogist for
German and Swiss ancestry, has told her audiences that of printed genealogy, 50% of it is wrong. That's depressing!
Certainly there are researchers -- and Miss Wellauer is one of them -- who are meticulous in their work, and state clearly
exactly where they found the data they are reporting. But there is a lot of error in print, and two of the worst offenders
are the old county histories (see chapter on libraries) and a great many family books by amateurs.

This is probably as good a place as any to shoot down the noble ancestor that is tradition in many families, and proudly
presented in print without a lick of proof. Any family book published in the early decades of this century is suspect; the
end-all and be-all of a search then was to find a noble ancestor, and you may be sure a hired researcher found one for the
client, if he hoped to be paid. But a lot of these noblemen are the result of wishful thinking, unproved (and unprovable)
connections, and wild guesses. Consider these three examples:

1. The sweet little old lady who told me "We've traced our family back to Julius Caesar." "Oh, really?" I said.
"Well," she added, "there's a gap of 300 years." (You can't descend from Julius Caesar. He had only a daughter who had
no children. And you can't claim descent from anyone if there is a gap of even one generation, much less 300 years.)

2. The young woman who was reported to have married an Irish nobleman and left the area. (She married a
local man named Noble Ireland, and didn't go anywhere.)

3. My own noble ancestor, whom I proved a weaver and a peasant from the church records. Some of my cousins
don’t like me anymore.

16



Do-it-vourself, mostly

Genealogy is basically a do-it-yourself hobby. You should try every lead and every possible source before you holler
for help. If you can travel, you can visit the courthouses, libraries, churches where the records are. But you may not
need to: if you live near a Mormon Family History Center, you can make the records come to you.

When do you hire a researcher? (1) When you absolutely cannot get the information any other way, as in a foreign
country whose records have not been microfilmed. (2) When a document is written in a language and a script that you
cannot read. (3) When it is cheaper to hire research done than go to the records yourself. For example: | wanted a
search of ship passenger lists for an immigrant great grandmother, without knowing the exact year or port. The library
nearest me that has these passenger lists is in Fort Wayne, Indiana. I could have driven there, at the cost of gas, two
nights minimum in a motel, and food. At that time, $75 might have covered the cost. Instead, I hired a researcher
familiar with the library and living in the vicinity. I gave her the name of my immigrant, the most likely port, and the
most likely 3-year time span. I asked her not to spend more than $75 without contacting me. She found my ancestor
within that price, and I was free in the meantime to do something else.

If you do hire a researcher, it is wise to establish in advance not only exactly what you want done, but also what the
charges will be. It is perfectly in order to state the maximum you are willing to spend on this. It is also in order to ask
for references. Be wary of any self-styled expert who demands a whopping payment in advance. You may be sure the
check will be cashed, but you may wait months for a report. And-do remember that professionals charge for their
time, not for the results.

Start with what you know

Starting with a known fact -- a birth, a marriage -- you work your way back step by step, generation by generation.
Never jump around in time or space, pouncing on a man of the same surname or even given name also 100 years be-
fore your known ancestor lived. You can waste a lot of time that way, and you can't prove a relationship if there is
one. You must prove who your ancestor's father was before you can try to locate his grandfather.

Probably the best sources for proving relationship are church records and wills. (Sad to say, not all the old wills name
all the children, or even the wife, but many do.) If a man willed 80 acres to his son Jacob, that's all the proof you need
that he did indeed have a son named Jacob:

Succeeding chapters of this book discuss the major sources for research.

Document!

Documenting means supplying the evidence, the source, the proof of the data you collect. I have mentioned (Chapter
I) identifying with full name, date, and place of old photographs, family letters, conversations. If you Xerox a page
from a book, Xerox the title page also, and put on it the name and location of the library where you found the book.
But documenting has a second meaning: collecting copies of the original records. This is extremely important: if you
want your work to be trusted, you must include where you got your information, and have the original to prove it.

Generation charts and family group sheets show only names and
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dates and places, but cannot show where you got the data. On the back of all documents you should write the exact
source: courthouse with state, county, town, with the particular department or office, and the code number of the
document. Church record: name of church and denomination, state, county, town, whether you used a published copy
or translation, and where the original record is kept.

Documents should be obtained and copies made even if you know your data is correct. Copies of birth certificates,
including your own. Marriage certificates. (You sometimes get a surprise there, if Aunt Jenny cheated a bit and told
you her grandparents were married 10 June 1847 when as a matter of fact they were married 10 June 1848 and the
baby arrived in September. It happens.)

Original documents of any age should not be mixed in with everything else, but should be preserved separately in
acid-free air-free see-through envelopes. This is particularly important with newspaper clippings -- and remember to

identify the newspaper.

Research example #1.

In Chapter I1I, I cited a fictitious example of a query: "John Henry Coon, in OH census 1850, born Penn." If [ were to
write with advice on how to find him in Pennsylvania, I would begin with the statement that the person who put in the
query should also look for Kuhn. And I would probably get a nasty reply, that the ancestor was COON, not KUHN,
and implying that I must be out of my mind, assuming I have one. But the names are pronounced exactly the same,
while Kuhn is the German spelling and Coon an American respelling by the sound, probably in Ohio by a courthouse
official who spelled 'em as he heard 'em.

The query did not state the age of the man, nor whether he had wife and children. A married man is easier to trace,
because there is one more fact known. But in any case he can be looked for in the 1840 census index for
Pennsylvania; there were surely not Coon/Kuhn families in every county, and if he was head of a household in 1840,
he himself will be listed. After that, it takes a patient sifting of county records.

Research example #2.

Some years ago, I had a friend who knew where her grandfather was born in Germany, but she could not read
German. [ sent for the LDS microfilm, and we sat down to it together. She insisted, and I couldn't talk her out of it, on
starting at the very beginning of the church record, 150 years earlier than the birth of her grandfather. Every time we
saw that one surname, she exclaimed, "Oh, there's another one! [ wonder how he fits in." And she copied the entry as
I dictated the translation. At the end of three weeks, she had a stack of papers two inches thick, with not the faintest
idea who anybody was or how related to any other. In addition, every time you add another generation you add
another surname, and she had none of them.

I went to the library without her one day, and in that one day I started and finished her entire ancestry in that church
record -- ancestor chart, family group sheets and all. I began with the birth and baptism of her immigrant grandfather,
which named his father and the given names of his mother. I then shifted to the marriage records, going backwards
from that child's birth, to find the marriage of the parents, which named their fathers. Back to the baptisms, to pick up
all the children of that marriage, not forgetting that the first child might have been born ten days after the wedding, or
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even ten days before it. Working back and forth between marriages and baptisms, I had the families back to the
beginning of the church record, except for the burial record. I generally do that last, with a bunch of people to look for.
Children died young, and do did adults; you have to be alert for second marriages also. I have frequently copied out 20
or more years of death records complete, to be sure I didn't miss anybody. (That's how I found that one of my ancestors
was married four times, and the last three wives were all named Anna Maria. The change of wife was not apparent in
the baptisms.

Research example #3.

The advance publicity for this course read in part, "If you don't know beans about grandpa, this course is for you."
Here, then is an example of a person who does not know beans about grandpa.

I take as my example my son Brian. Of course, if he wanted to know something about his ancestry, which he doesn't,
all he'd have to do is go to my genealogy bookshelves and take down the Johnson volume I compiled. But let us
assume I never did any research, never wrote anything about the family, never talked about them, and am no longer
living. The kid is in the soup.

[ asked Brian what he does know. He thinks his father died when he himself was 11 or 12 years old (he was 11), but
has no idea when or-where his father was born. As for his paternal grandfather, Brian does not even know the name.

The one little fact Brian knows -- and you really do need one -- is the cemetery where his father is buried. And there on
the stone are his father's full dates of birth and death.

Brian can send for the death certificate, knowing the exact date, hoping it will give where Daddy was born. Alas, it
does not. Many states do: they have spaces for name of father, name of mother, as well as date and place of birth for
the deceased. This one has most of that, but not the place of birth. So Brian would next send for the birth certificate of
his father, hoping it was here in Ohio. He was, and this certificate does furnish leads: it includes not only Daddy's town
of birth, but also the names of both parents and where they were born. Daddy and Grandpa were both born in Williams
County, Ohio.

At this point, Brian would probably do what most beginners do: go to the state historical library and discover that there
are 3 old county histories for Williams County. Brian would find Grandpa's name in the latest one published, in 1910,
as an unmarried young man. Not only that, but two more generations of Johnsons are given, back to the immigrant. But
is this Edward F. Johnson of the county history really Grandpa? It would take time, but a search of the census for the
county, and a search of the card index to the county histories would establish that this was the only Edward F. Johnson
in the county at that time, and he must be the same man as the one on Daddy's birth certificate.

Brian could quit at this point; he wanted to find Grandpa and he found Grandpa. But there are a number of other
searches he could make (as I did). He could check what else has been published for the county. He could check at the
local LDS library to see what's on the IGI. (Explanation of that in the library chapter.) He could also go through my old
address books and Xmas card lists -- if he hasn't thrown them out -- to see if any names ring a bell as relatives, or if
there s an address for Grandpa more or less recent. And there is, in Florida. Brian could also go through my
photograph albums (and if my kids throw those out, I'll come back and haunt them).

19



IX. BUMPS IN THE ROAD

Researching is fun, and it can sound simple: get the family memory, get the documents, get it all organized, and there
you are: ancestors' names, dates, places. But it isn't always simple; there can be problems with all of these. I sincerely
hope you do not bump into all the problems described here, but we had better look at them. And since Palatines to
America is a society for German speaking ancestry, all examples will be from German records.

For helpful publications, see final section of bibliography, "Special Problems." See also Pages from the Past No.6,
"German Churches, German Records."

Names

The same given names were used over and over. A man named Jacob, for example, may well have had grandfather,
father or uncle, and seven cousins named Jacob -- all with the same family name. Sorting them out can be difficult, but
not necessarily impossible. German babies were generally given two names (not always; sometimes one, sometimes
three), and were known by the second name. Copy out all names exactly as spelled in the document, and never ab-
breviate unless the original was abbreviated.

Names were misspelled in this country, by English-speaking officials who wrote down what they thought they heard. To
get back to the original German spelling (you must, to find him in Europe); you have to know a little about the German
language: how it can be spelled or not spelled, how it sounds. An example is the German "au," pronounced like English
"ow." My ancestor Paul Frank is in one book as "Powell Frank," causing a cousin to think he was an Englishman. A real
horror is the surname Brechenbuehl, which can be found in Ohio as Purkeypile. Be wary of saying of an ancestor, "he
changed his name," because it was probably done to him. An exception is the Ohio Mumma family, which re-spelled the
name Moomaw as the only way to keep the German pronunciation.

Genealogy includes arithmetic. Consider these examples:
1. Jacob and Catharina had 19 children.- It's barely possible that one woman had all 19. But check the marriages and
burials carefully: it is more likely that Jacob had first and second wives both named Catharina, or that there were two

men named Jacob (same surname) with wives named Catharina.

2. Johann Adam and Anna Margaretha had children baptized on these dates:

1754 25 Feb. 1759 13 Feb.
1756 21 Jan. 1761 1 Mar.
1756 12 Feb. 1761 31 Mar.
1758 29 Aug. 1763 31 July

If one woman had all those kids, she made medical history! Actually, there were two men named Johann Adam (same
surname) with- wives named Anna Margaretha having children at the same time period. This example comes from
Kenneth L. Smith's book German Church Records: Beyond the Basics, where you can read how Mr. Smith sorted out the
parentage, with proof.

3. Friedrich Miiller born 1695
his first child born 1774
Friedrich Miiller died 1840
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This cannot be a father and son. The man was presumably age 79 when his first child was born (I'd believe the last one,
but not the first one) and he himself was presumably age 145 when he died. There is a missing generation here, possibly
two generations, of men with the same names. (This example was submitted for publication, but was returned to the
sender with an arithmetic lesson.)

4. John E. Bazler born 1780 Germany
John A. Bazler, his son born 1795 Germany

This little gem has three errors. First, nobody born in Germany was named "John." He was Johann -<"and if you record
his birth with the English spelling you are falsifying the evidence. Second, never use initials, as has been said earlier.
You can't tell here whether John E. was Emil, Egidius, Elias; whether John A. was Abraham, Adam, Albrecht, Andreas,
and there were probably Bazlers with all those names. Third, nobody in Germany was married at age 14. In the last
example, the time span was too great; in this one it is too short. These men cannot be father and son. They are cousins,
uncle and nephew, or possibly no close relation at all.

Dates

This brief discussion is based on the book on calendar material by Kenneth L. Smith and is no substitute for the book.
See bibliography, Special Problems.

Liturgical dating means dating by the church calendar, not by the civil calendar. With this calendar, dates are calculated
as so many days before or after a specific church festival or Sunday. (All Sundays had and have names.) You can find
church records dated "3rd Sunday after Trinity" or "Easter Monday." The system is still sometimes used: Mr. Smith's
confirmation certificate, not all that long ago, has a liturgical date.

The change from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar also affects dates in records, civil and church. The Julian calendar
(named for Julius Caesar) had not calculated closely enough the exact length of the year, and the timing of Easter with
regard to the vernal equinox got out of sync. Pope Gregory mandated the change in 1582. It involved dropping eleven
days out of March. The Catholic clergy made the change very promptly. The Protestant pastors did not -- they did not
want to accept a ruling made by the Catholic pope. Mostly they made the change by 1700, but you can't always tell,
unless the pastor noted something like "Here begins the New Calendar." One pig-headed old German pastor I found
double-dated his records for a year (3 March / 14 March) before he gave in. If you do not know which calendar was used
for a date, do not try to change it. If you do know, the standard identification is OS = Old Style (Julian) or NS = New
Style (Gregorian).

The real stinker is the British, who did not change to the Gregorian calendar until 1752, including in its colonies here.
The catch is the date of New Year's Day. In the Julian calendar, the year began March 25. In the Gregorian calendar, it
began January 1. But the Catholics in Maryland and the Dutch in New York had changed to January 1. You can find in
old civil records a date like this: 22 Feb. 1738/39. If March 25 is the beginning of the year, this is 1738. But if January 1
begins the year, this is 1739. So it is double-dated.

The French Republican calendar was used 1793--1805 in France and in the German states under French occupation, like

the Palatinate. The calendar was used in the German civil records (mandated by Napoleon) and in the church records
when there were any (also thanks to Napoleon).
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[ am not going even to try to explain this horrible calendar, with days of the week re-named, months of the year re-
named, number of days in the months changed, even the years renumbered. But Mr. Smith's book does explain it, and
provides a conversion chart to the Gregorian calendar. As always, when you copy a document, you copy the date
exactly as given, but add the conversion in brackets or in a note.

Places
Place names too can present problems. In the USA:

1. State and county boundaries may have changed. A man could have lived in two states and three counties and
never left the farm. Records on him can be in more than one state repository or county courthouse.

2. Names of places have changed. Your ancestor may have lived in Skunk Hollow, but it is now Pleasant Valley.
Some towns have changed their names quite recently: Truth or Consequences, New Mexico, Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania.

3. Towns and settlements have been swallowed up by a larger town, or have ceased to exist. Spicerville, Ohio, is
inside Akron. Many places named in old deeds in the eastern states are not on a modern map.

4. The names of places have been misspelled or garbled. My patents' post office was Rising City, Nebraska, but
sometimes letters were addressed to "Rising Sun." There is a Rising Sun in Indiana, and sometimes my parents' mail
went there first.

Place names should always be verified, that there really was such a place and that it is spelled correctly. Check the zip
code directory in the post office, old county histories, old county atlases and state atlases.

Place names in Europe can also present problems:
1. Boundaries in the German states have changed many times. A good historical atlas will show most of them.

2. European place names have been badly misspelled. An example for this country is Bavaria. The German
spelling is Bayern. Before 1815, the Palatinate was a separate political entity. In 1815, it became part of the old King-
dom, of Bavaria, known as Rhein-Bayern, You can find it in old county histories and in census records as "Rhine
Biern." If you pronounce it "Beern," you'll never find it on a map. (Correct pronunciation: By-urn.)

In the southern German states, there were many immigrants from Switzerland. German pastors had no choice but to use
a phonetic spelling for their home villages, a few of which have defied decoding. Zip code directories for Germany and
Switzerland are available.

3. Alsace and Austria present different problems. Alsace was fought over by France and Germany." In the 1700s,
the towns had German names. On a modern map, they have French names. There is a good bilingual gazetteer.

The old Kingdom of Austria included areas in the north and northwest that became part of Czechoslovakia after World
War L. Before that, the towns had German names. Afterwards and today, they have Slavic names. To locate a town by

its German name, try to find a pre-1914 world atlas. The Ohio State University library map room has one.
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Scandal!

There are two kinds of scandal you may find somewhere back in your family tree: the kind you find in documents, and
the kind that is family memory only and never has been written down. If you plan to share your work or publish it, you
will have to make a decision. What are you going to do about it?

The advice you find in how-to books and articles is "be kind to the living but tell the truth about the dead." Well,
maybe. Sometimes. Partly. The living can hit back: they can sue you, buy up all your books and burn them, bad-mouth
you to all the relatives, write their own version with a few scurrilous remarks about you. The dead cannot. And [ am
not so sure I know the truth about the dead.

The really iffy stuff never has been written down, and you may never even get to hear it until you show up with gray
hair and are now old enough to hear such things. You can choose not to hand it on. But if there is a document --
illegitimate baby, hanged for a horse thief -- you're stuck with it. You can choose to leave out such items too. But don't
cover up, and don't lie; you will be found out if you do.

My own decision is to hand on verbally the tales that made my ears flap when I heard them, but not to publish while
there is any living person who knew the disgraceful ancestors. Aunt Jenny may be willing to tell you her father was a
complete stinker, but she would be shocked and disapproving if you violated what she would regard as a confidence by
publishing the truth about him. If you love Aunt Jenny, be considerate of her feelings. Don't publish; outlive her.

But we need to be aware, too, that what was a scandal to one generation is a funny story a few generations later. I am
reminded of a fellow I met at the local LDS library. He had the photo print of a church record entry from Germany,
with a word in the margin he didn't understand. So he showed it to me. The word was an abbreviation, "Spur." I told
him that if it was in a baptismal record it was Latin, "spurius,” meaning "illegitimate." "I thought so," the man said, and
showed me the baptismal record. As you probably know, the usual wording for parents was "Johann Adam Whatsit and
his lawful wedded wife Anna Maria." Not this one. It read: “The mother is so-and-so, wife of what's-his-name. The
husband is not the father of this child, because he has been in America for two and a half years.”

The fellow told me about his research into this family. He had tried all the sources he could think of, and couldn't find
papa over here. He suspected papa might have changed his name and married again (bigamously) and had more kids
(illegitimate). He did find that mama couldn't face the gossip and disgrace in her home village; she packed up the kids,
came to America, married again (possibly bigamously), and had more kids (possibly illegitimate).

I said to the fellow, "Don't cover that up." He replied, "Heck no! That's the only interesting ancestors I've got."

I hate to spoil a good story, but there's a postscript. I saw the fellow a year later. He had gone to Germany, got into the
court records, and found that papa had gone back for a German divorce, and his American place of residence was
named in the court record.

See? Truth will out.
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X. BACK TO THE IMMIGRANT

You have to prove that this man or this family really is the immigrant generation:
--You can't find any document about him in this country before a certain date or event.

--You do find him on a passenger list prior to that date or event, and can prove it really is him and not someone
else with the same name.

--You do find him on a census or other document "born in Germany" or other European state.
If you know his village of origin, you must prove that this is the same man or family:

--There is no entry about him or them in the church record after that date of emigration, no marriage, child born,
or death.

If you do not know the village of origin, you have to try to identify it from a source in this country.
--There is no centralized archives, card file, or computer file in continental Europe to which you can write.
--For the 1800s, there is almost always some document in the USA that names his village (probably misspelled).

--For the 1700s, the sources are fewer. You may have to watch the publications and wait for the experts to find
and publish him. And they may already have done so.

The best sources for finding the exact place of origin:
church records, civil death record, newspaper obituary, tombstone LDS Family History Center files

There have been many volumes and articles on specific immigrant origins. One huge set is picking up and publishing
all immigrants from all previously published books and articles:

Passenger & Immigration Lists Index, ed. by P. William Filby (Filby & Meyer, Filby & Lower)
1981 3 Volumes, supplements
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