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My uncle once said, "only a Jackassdoesn't
carewho his ancestorsvere." | supposdherearemany
reasonghat starta personon the unendingsearchfor
ancestorsin my caseit was my maternalGrandmother
who plantedthe seedsthatled to my beinginvolvedin
genealogymany yearslater. Shetook great pride in
relatingto me thather greatgrandmothemwasfrom one
of the first families that settledin Franklinton. Shetold
me they owned the farmland where the Ohio State
Capitolis built. A Deardorffwasthefirst postmastenf
Franklinton and operatedthe toll gate on Lucas
Sullivant'sbridge overthe Scioto.

It was after my grandmother'ddeathin 1964
thatl startedto look into the gloriesof her
Deardorfffamily. Her oral traditionsweretrue, at least
in part. Early in my search,| hadthe good fortuneto
meet a direct descendantof Lucas Sullivant who
laughedwhenl told him the story of owning theland. |
was advisedthat Lucas Sullivant had set asideland for
the Capitol to be built in Franklinton. This was several
miles further west on Broad Streetthan where the
Capitol now stands.Among the inducementsSullivant
gaveto early settlerswas permissionto farm the land
that Lucas Sullivant setasideasthe "Capitol Grounds"
until such time as the Capitol was to be built. Of
course,Columbuscame on the sceneand Sullivants'
plannedCapitol wasneverbuilt.

My next discoverywas more shocking. Mary
JaneDeardorffdid not marry JosephDavidsonuntil a
year after my grandmother'smother, Hannah, was

born! Furtherresearchshowedthat JosephDavidson
was marriedto ElizabethPopewho died shortly after
Hannahwas born and he remarriedto Mary Jane
Deardorff. | suspectmy grandmothemeverknew this
but her pride in the Deardorff family got me started
doinggenealogies.

In 1797 Lucas Sullivant plannedthe town of
Franklintonat the junction of the SciotoandOlentangy
rivers. The two main streets were named after
American heroes: Washington Street, now called
SanduskySt., and Franklin, now called West Broad
Street. Another streetwas called Gift Streetbecause
Sullivant offeredfree lots thereasan incentiveto settle
there.On other streets,lots were sold at pricesfrom
twenty-five centsto overthirty dollars.

I have tracedthe Deardorffs back to Antony
Dirdorff who was born in Germany and died about
1747 in Amwell, New Jersey. His great-grandson,
Abraham Deardorff, left Lancaster County,
Pennsylvanian the springof 1798 accompaniedy his
13yearold sonDavid. They procuredten acresof land
and Sullivant gave them a lot on Gift Street. They
clearedland, plantedcrops and built a crude shelter.
Abrahamwent back to Pennsylvaniato get his wife
Katherine (Bowersmith) and their children. They
arrivedin Franklintonin October1798.

The Deardorffsbuilt their original log cabinon
Gift Streetin the fall of 1798. That houseno longer
standsbut, Abrahamsson, David, built his own two-
story log cabin nearbyin 1807. This building still
standsat 72 South Gift Streetin Columbus. Built of
good hardwood logs it was sheathedover with
clapboardaround1870. It is currently rather derelict
andis in the custodyof the Franklin County Historical
Society. Columbusartist, Bill Arter, madea sketchof
the houseabout1968 [shown here]andit is in one of
his books. On the 20" of October1980 the Columbus
Citizen ran a photo of it as an "eyesore"without
explainingits significance. | hopeit will berestoredto
remind us of our heritage and the early settlersof
Germandescenwho built it.

I havenot establishedhe reasorfor the
Deardorffsimmigration howeverthey cameto the US
duringa periodwhenmany Germanswveretired of
military conscription.



