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My uncle once said, "only a Jackass doesn't
care who his ancestors were."� I suppose there are many
reasons that start a person on the unending search for
ancestors. In my case it was my maternal Grandmother
who planted the seeds that led to my being involved in
genealogy many years later.� She took great pride in
relating to me�that her great grandmother was from one
of the first families that settled in Franklinton.  She told
me they owned the farmland where the Ohio State
Capitol is built.  A Deardorff was the first postmaster of
Franklinton and operated the toll gate on Lucas
Sullivant's bridge over the Scioto. �

It was after my grandmother's death in 1964
that I started to look into the glories of her
Deardorff family.  Her oral traditions were true, at least
in part.� Early in my search, I had the good fortune to
meet a direct descendant of Lucas Sullivant who
laughed when I told him the story of owning the land.� I
was advised that Lucas Sullivant had set aside land for
the Capitol to be built in Franklinton. This was several
miles further west on Broad Street than where the
Capitol now stands. Among the inducements Sullivant
gave to early settlers was permission to farm the land
that Lucas Sullivant set aside as the "Capitol Grounds"
until such time as the Capitol was to be built.  Of
course, Columbus came on the scene and Sullivants'
planned Capitol was never built.

My next discovery was more shocking.� Mary
Jane Deardorff did not marry Joseph Davidson until a
year after my grandmother's mother, Hannah, was

born!� Further research showed that Joseph Davidson
was married to Elizabeth Pope who died shortly after
Hannah was born and he remarried to Mary Jane
Deardorff.� I suspect my grandmother never knew this
but her pride in the Deardorff family got me started
doing genealogies.

In 1797 Lucas Sullivant planned the town of
Franklinton at the junction of the� Scioto and Olentangy
rivers.� The two main streets were named after
American heroes:  Washington Street, now called
Sandusky St., and Franklin, now called West Broad
Street.  Another street was called Gift Street because
Sullivant offered free lots there as an incentive to settle
there. On other streets, lots were sold at prices from
twenty-five cents to over thirty dollars.

I have traced the Deardorffs back to Antony
Dirdorff who was born in Germany and died about
1747 in Amwell, New Jersey.  His great-grandson,
Abraham Deardorff,� left  Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania in the spring of 1798 accompanied by his
13 year old son David.� They procured ten acres of land
and Sullivant gave them a lot on Gift Street.� They
cleared land, planted crops and built a crude shelter.�
Abraham went back to Pennsylvania to get his wife
Katherine (Bowersmith) and their children. They
arrived in Franklinton in October 1798.

The Deardorffs built their original log cabin on
Gift Street in the fall of 1798.� That house no longer
stands but, Abrahams son, David, built his own�two-
story log cabin nearby in 1807. � This building still
stands at 72 South Gift Street in Columbus.  Built of
good hardwood logs it was sheathed over with
clapboard around 1870.� It is currently rather derelict
and is in the custody of the Franklin County Historical
Society.� Columbus artist, Bill Arter, made a sketch of
the house about 1968 [shown here] and it is in one of
his books.� On the 20th of October 1980 the Columbus
Citizen ran a photo of it as an "eyesore" without
explaining its significance.� I hope it will be restored to
remind us of our heritage and the early settlers of
German descent who built it.

� I have not established the reason for the
Deardorffs immigration however they came to the US
during a period when many Germans were tired of
military conscription.


